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PROGRAMME
SAILING CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
EUROPE’S BEST SAILING CLUBS compete in St. Moritz above 1,856 m sea level

Presenting Sponsor

LAKE ST. MORITZ
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Dear Members of the  
SAILING Champions League, 
Dear Sailing Friends,  
Dear St. Moritz Guests, 
We are very pleased to welcome you 
in the Engadine region for the  SAILING 
Champions League. After holding last 
year’s semifinals, this year we will be 
holding the final from 30 August to  
2 September, where 32 sailing clubs will 
compete for the title of “Best Sailing Club 
of the Year”. 

This event is an absolute high point of 
the year and builds on a long-standing 
sailing tradition in St. Moritz that dates 
back to 1939. It was in that year that the 
Zürich Yacht Club held their regatta in 
the Upper Engadine instead of in Zürich. 
Two years later, the St.  Moritz Sailing 
Club was born. Thanks to the legendary 
Maloja winds,  St.  Moritz and the Upper 
Engadine have become world-renowned 
 sailing destinations. 

It is no accident that Porto Cervo, Sardinia 
and St. Petersburg, Russia will hold 
the first two rounds of competition for 
the 2018  SAILING Champions League, 
leading to the final in St. Moritz. Just like 
St. Moritz, these places combine thrilling 
sailing with style,  elegance and class. 
What's more, they exude what has always 
been a tradition here: Joie de vivre! 

It is in this spirit that I wish you, on behalf 
of the St. Moritz community and St. Moritz 
Tourism, a wonderful stay in St. Moritz. 
I would like to extend a special thanks 
to our sponsors and partners, without 
whose support this event would not be 
possible. Have fun and enjoy sailing at its 
best at 1,856 metres (6,089 feet) above 
sea level!

M. Berthod, Director
St. Moritz Tourism

A WARM WELCOME  
TO ST. MORITZ!
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PROGRAMME 
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How does a club win? Each club has to sail 
two rounds on the course. The first boat that 
crosses the finish line gets 1 point, the second 
one 2 points and so on. The club with the 
lowest score after all races wins.

Sunday, 2 September

09:00 hrs: Daily skippers briefing

10:00 hrs: First warning signal 

15:00 hrs: Last possible  
      warning signal 

15:30 hrs: Prize giving ceremony

Friday, 31 August

09:00 hrs: Skippers’ briefing

10:00 hrs: First warning signal

19:00 hrs: End of racing

Thursday, 30 August  
09:00 – 12:00 hrs: Check-in 

12:00 hrs: Skippers’ briefing 

13:30 hrs: First warning signal 

19:00 hrs: End of racing

19:30 hrs: Opening ceremony

Saturday, 1 September 

09:00 hrs: Skippers’ briefing 

10:00 hrs: First warning signal 

19:00 hrs: End of racing

19:30 hrs: Sailors Night  
      (by invitation) 

Wind

upwind mark

spectators

Start vessel

Gate

Boots can 
decide which 

way to go

Majestic and elegant, in the centre of St. Moritz, at the heart of the Swiss Alps.
This is where you find the Badrutt’s Palace Hotel. Legendary, unique and distinctive!
Since 1896 guest wishes have been anticipated and fulfilled, however great they may

have seemed. With us you are the guest and warmly welcomed.

Badrutt’s Palace Hotel, Via Serlas 27, 7500 St. Moritz, Switzerland
Telephone: +41 (0)81 837 1000, Fax: +41 (0)81 837 2999, 
Reservations: +41 (0)81 837 1100, reservations@badruttspalace.com, 
www.badruttspalace.com,       @BadruttsPalace

WHERE
GENERATIONS

MEET.
SINCE 1896.
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ABOUT SAILING 
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
 
The Idea behind SAILING 
 Champions League
It’s a straightforward format that has been 
working well in football for years; now 
we have clear proof that it also works for 
sailing: An international club competition 
generating high levels of media interest 
and a competition that clubs, sailors and 
fans can all identify with.

The idea behind SAILING Champions 
League is simple: it’s the championship 
of the national champions. The most 
successful clubs of the National Sailing 
League countries are competing against 
each other to fight for the title: “Best 
Sailing Club of the Year”.

About SCL >  7

History of SAILING  
Champions League

In 2013, the consulting and holding 
company “Konzeptwerft” in Hamburg 
revolutionised the sport of sailing in 
Germany. For the first time the clubs raced 
directly against each other in a friendly 
competition called the National Sailing 
League. The concept took the ages-old 
tradition of “club versus club” and turned 
that friendly rivalry into a competition that 
immediately caught the interest of sailors 
around the country. It ignited a passion 
for inter-club competition that hadn’t 
previously existed. This enthusiasm not 
only caught the attention of the nationwide 
sailing community but also regional and 
nationwide media.

With a TV live stream as well as in-depth 
race analysis provided by SAP Sailing 
Analytics, fans and indeed anyone 
interested in sailing can follow each race 
of the National Sailing Leagues in real time 
on the internet. A panel of sailing experts 
and professional TV presenters bring 
all the action and excitement directly to 
people’s homes and sailing clubs around 
the country.

6  >  About SCL Idea About SCL History >  7
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THE TEAM BEHIND SCL SCL SEASON 2018
SAILING Champions League 2018 
kicked off  at the end of May with 
a semifi nal contest in Porto Cervo, 
Sardinia. This was the venue for last 
year’s Final which was won by none 
other than Yacht Club Costa Smeralda 
from Italy, the host club for the event. 
Will the Italians  prove  unstoppable 
again this year? There are plenty of 
prestigious clubs looking to prove 
otherwise, with teams from 64 clubs 
representing 18 nations set to compete.

Founder and organiser of SAILING 
 Champions League, Oliver Schwall 
 comments: “SAILING Champions 
League is reaching a level of maturity 
in its fi fth season, but we are always 
looking to make improvements and to 
innovate wherever possible. We listened 
to the feedback from the sailors and 
increased the number of racing days to 
four per regatta instead of a practice day 
before competition.”

“This is also the fi rst season that we 
have introduced two new Leagues, the 
Youth SAILING Champions League and 
 Women’s SAILING Champions League. 
It’s all about making league sailing as 
accessible and attractive as possible 
to a wider group of sailors, as well as 
 increasing the appeal to our sponsors 
and commercial partners. And for 2018 
we are delighted to welcome the watch 
brand Breitling as a new event partner 
for the Final in St. Moritz.”

Among those taking part in SAILING 
Champions League for the fi rst time are 
Yacht Club de Monaco and a fi rst-ever 
entrant from the USA, Portland Yacht 
Club Maine, who will be competing at 
the second semifi nal in St. Petersburg, 
Russia. The Russian event will take place 
from 3 to 6 August, just a few weeks 
 before the 2018 Final which will be 
 hosted for the fi rst time by Segel-Club 
St. Moritz, high up in the Swiss Alps 
(30  August to 2 September).

 “Our team is passionate 
  about bringing 
     SAILING Champions League 
   to the world.“

Oliver Schwall, CEO

Porto Cervo

St. Petersburg

St. Moritz

Season 2018 >  9
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THE MAGIC 
 FORMULA OF 
LEAGUE SAILING
Ed Russo is the new president 
of the International Sailing 
League Association (ISLA). The 
58-year-old American living in 
Paris takes on the challenge to 
lead the government body of 
international league sailing and 
the transformation of league 
sailing to the next level.

For all non-sailors, what is ISLA?

ISLA, the International Sailing League 
Association, is the world governing 
body for national league sailing. ISLA 
is responsible for the promotion, 
development and success of the national 
league sailing format as exemplifi ed by 
the SAILING Champions League events 
held in Europe each year. ISLA was 
established in 2016 to structure, organize 
and support national league sailing 
around the world.

Why did you take on the challenge of ISLA 
president?

It’s a great opportunity to create a sailing 
organisation that has a lot of similarities 
to other sports to build up a professional 
structure for this unique format. The most 
interesting part is that league sailing is 
easily understood by people who are not 

sailors including sponsors and media. 
It has the potential to transform the sport 
of sailing sustainably.

How do you want to develop the sailing 
league concept? 

For the next couple of years, ISLA wants 
to expand globally, fi rst by getting the 
European nations with league sailing up to 
25 to 35 countries and then by opening up 
the concept in other continents such as 
Australia, America and Asia. The “magic 
formula” shall spread across the world to 
aim for continuity in development.

Ed Russo follows as president after 
Peter Wolsing from Denmark who 
takes the position of treasurer of ISLA. 
Italy’s Roberto de Felice remains vice 
president. The three person board is 
fully supported by the ISLA General 
Secretary, Nynne Ammundsen.
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INTERVIEW WITH 
YACHT CLUB 
COSTA SMERALDA
We talked to Edoardo Recchi, 
Sports Director of Yacht Club 
Costa Smeralda (YCCS), last 
year’s winner of SAILING 
Champions League and SCL 
hosting club for four consecu tive 
years, now.

What are the “secret ingredients“ to win 
SAILING Champions League?

There are no secrets, just a lot of training 
and good teamwork. One of the most 
important things is starting at full throttle.

What importance has the SAILING 
Champions League for YCCS?

We organised the fi rst SAILING 
Champions League event in Italy in 2015 
(editor’s note: after the kick-off event in 
Copenhagen 2014) because we believe in 
the format. We felt that a serious challenge 
between clubs from all over the world 
was missing on our calendar at that time, 
and the SCL gathered more than 30 clubs 
together, which is rare for a single event.

What is the “magic factor“ for you of this 
league format?

Year after year, the level is getting 
higher, I remember the fi rst edition as 
a very demanding regatta in terms of 
organisation but now all the countries 
have their selection rounds and this raises 
the bar at the fi nals. The format is very fast 
and the sailors really like it: 50 races in 3 
days is pretty rare… weather permitting of 
course.

“WE BELIEVE IN  
      THE FORMAT.”

Edoardo Recchi

2017: Yacht Club Costa Smeralda (ITA)

2016: Deutscher Touring Yacht-Club (GER)2015: Kongelig Norsk Seilforening (NOR)

12  >  Champions 2014 - 2017

2014: Kongelig Dansk Yachtklub (DEN)



You can follow the racing in St. Moritz 
live on Saturday and Sunday at 12:00 hrs 
(CEST) on sailing-championsleague.com. 

The SAP Sailing Analytics provide 
24/7 additional statistics and data for 
sailors, fans, spectators and media 
like GPS tracking, real-time analysis, 
live leaderboard combined with 2D 
visualisation. You fi nd all results on 
sapsailing.com.

14  > Broadcasting by SAP

BROADCASTING BY
SAP & SAILTRACKS

Broadcasting by SAP >  15



THE ST. MORITZ 
SAILING CLUB

For many years, the St. Moritz Sailing 
Club, which was founded in 1941, has 
organized a number of regattas like Swiss, 
European and World Championships on 
Lake St. Moritz and Lake Silvaplana for 
dinghies, yachts and catamarans. Boats 
are launched at the beginning of June 
and the season ends in mid-October. 

The St. Moritz Sailing Club also offers 
sailing courses led by its own instructors 
along with certified experts and has an 
ocean sailing division and crews who 
travel the world to take part in regattas. 

For those who don’t sail, the club 
organizes boat rides, the ideal way to 
enjoy St. Moritz’s stunning views. Even 
though St. Moritz’s sailing season is 
unusually short and the lake is at an 
exceptional altitude of 1,865 metres 
above sea level, the St. Moritz Sailing 
Club is a normal sailing club without 
any pretention.

St. Moritz Sailing Club >  17

If you would like to become a member, 
please visit the website and download a 
member application: www.scstm.ch

10,000 Races
tracked on 
SAPSailing.com
Over the last few years, SAP has 
revolutionized the world of sailing. 
Through real time analysis we help sailors 
to optimize their performance and fans to 
get closer to the action. 
THANK YOU TO ALL OUR PARTNERS 
AND REGATTAS FOR MAKING 
THIS POSSIBLE!
Learn more on SAPSailing.com

180508_SAP_Anzeige_SAP_Sailing_01_RZ copy.indd   1 09.07.18   11:25



At 1,800 metres above sea  level, 
the lakes of the Upper  Engadine 
off er some of the best wind 
 conditions for sailing. The  Maloja 
winds are strong and regularly 
blow at 3 to 6 Beaufort.  These 
winds arrive in the  morning 
and last until sunset. Lake 
St. Moritz, which is in summer 
also a water sports arena, off ers 
a beautiful panorama, complete 
with the St. Moritz Skyline and 
 surrounding mountains. And not 
only that: due to the warm light 
in the St. Moritz valley you might 
almost think you’re sailing on a 
southern sea.

See it all from the shore
Lake St. Moritz holds regattas with up to 
30 boats. Since the founding of St. Moritz 
Sailing Club, the lake has been an ideal 
sailing location for many diff erent dinghy 
classes. Sailors in the modern generation 
of foiling dinghies have discovered 
Lake St. Moritz to be an ideal sailing 
area for their technically demanding 
competitions. With its confi ned waters, 
the only 1,600-metre-long and 600-metre-
wide Lake St. Moritz requires from strong 
tactical and technical skills as well as 
physical fi tness. It’s a great advantage 
that the entire course can be viewed from 
the shore, allowing spectators to see 
every manoeuvre by every team. 

A lake with sailing tradition
Lake St. Moritz has been a sailing 
destination since the 1930s. It was at 
that time that the Zürich Yacht Club 
chose Lake St. Moritz as a replacement 
lake for its regattas. Since then, high-
profi le regattas have been held every year 
on Lake St. Moritz. One such race was 
the St. Moritz Match Race, which was 
held for many years. At this event, some 
of the big names from the America’s 
Cup duelled in front of an impressive 
crowd of spectators. On the start line 
were teams with famous names such as 
Murray Jones (Alinghi), Mark Mendelblatt 
(BMW Oracle Racing), Jesper Bank 
(Victory Challenge) and Francesco Bruni 
(Luna Rossa).

SAILING AREA 
ST. MORITZ: 
THE SEA IN THE 
MOUNTAINS

Sailing school and clubhouse
If you want to perfect your sailing skills, 
you have come to the right place at 
the St. Moritz Sailing Club’s sailing 
school. The clubhouse of the St. Moritz 
Sailing Club has a restaurant, facilities 
for sailors, and a wharf. Boats such as 
Lasers, Laser 16s and Catamarans are 
available to be rented. On the shore, 
there are two ramps for easy lake 
access. There are also places for 60 
small boats and a dock with space 
for 20 larger boats. And on the rare 
occasion that the wind goes away, 
you can rent  stand-up-paddleboards, 
rowboats and e-bikes.

St. Moritz Sailing Area >  1918  > St. Moritz Sailing Area
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PIER 34 – 
THE RESTAURANT 
OF THE ST. MORITZ 
SAILING CLUB

Pier 34, the restaurant of the St. Moritz 
Sailing Club, off ers fresh, regional 
specialties with an international fl air. For 
those just looking for a snack, the Sailing 
Club’s restaurant also off ers a variety 
of smaller plates, such as homemade 
fruit pies. Pier 34’s manager Roberto 
Giovanoli and his team attach great 
importance to the origin of their food 
products. The ingredients rarely come 
from large wholesalers but instead are 
sourced from small, local farmers. The 
restaurant has a large sunny terrace with 
a view of Lake St. Moritz, along with an 
enclosed patio for cooler weather. More 
information: www.pier34.ch 

20  >  Restaurant St. Moritz Advertorial >  21

“SOME LIKE IT HOT!“
TYPICAL #KRAFTWERK
We are an international company specialised in developing and producing high-quality tools. 
At KRAFTWERK we don‘t compromise. We focus only on the needs of our customers.
Online shop: www.kraftwerknautic.com



REVOLUTION IN 
SAILING

Four years ago, the fi rst SAILING 
Champions League event took place 
in Copenhagen and started a new 
movement in sailing. Now in 2018, the 
success story of the international sailing 
league format continues. 

The wave of success on which the 
German Sailing League has been 
riding since 2013, spilled over to other 
European countries a year later. The 
simple and understandable format that 
inspires sailors, clubs and the media 
equally, works also on an international 
level. Today, there are 18 National Sailing 
Leagues and more countries want to join 
the “league family”. 

Age, gender, boat classes, previous 
successes, professional or amateur - 
none of these things is important in 
league racing. The crew sails together 
with a common goal: the sporting 
success of the club - the honour. 

Three SAILING Champions League 
events take place every year, two 
semifi nals and one fi nal. Last year’s 
locations are also the spots for this year: 
Porto Cervo in Sardinia, St. Petersburg 
in Russia and St. Moritz in Switzerland. 

Not only has the idea of league sailing 
become self-suffi  cient, but also the 
extension of the SAILING Champions 
League to other formats is in full swing. 
The fi rst Youth SAILING Champions 
League kicks off  in July as part of the 
Travemunde Week in Germany and 
the premiere of Women’s SAILING 
Champions League was held during Kiel 
Week in June where the Royal Danish 
Yacht Club claimed the title. 

Revolution in Sailing >  2322  >  Revolution in Sailing
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shop online: www.juvia.com
  juviacollection
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     “Who will be the next 
  winner of the 
  SAILING Champions League?“


